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Under the above banner, each week you will find information regarding our process of merging our two 
parishes into one canonical entity, a brand new parish.  We are some of the very last parishes in the Diocese  
of Pittsburgh to undertake this process.  On this page each week you will learn details of how this will take 
place and some of its implications.  Please read it each week. 

 
What about obtaining our sacramental records after the merger? 
That will change. The official sacramental books of the two former parishes will be taken to the Diocesan 
Archives. Record of sacraments received in the two former parishes must be obtained from the Archives. The 
staff there is very responsive to requests. The newly formed parish (with its new name) will begin new 
sacramental record books on the date of its creation. Records of sacraments received in the new parish should 
be requested from the offices of the new parish. 
 
What about religious education programs? 
Cooperation and coordination of religious education programs exists now. Of course, each family of the 
newly formed parish will continue to have the option of attending on site programs wherever they take place 
in the parish.  We hope to provide several opportunities in various places and at various times for religious 
education.  Online registration will make the process as easy as possible.  
  
What about Youth Ministry? 
A combined youth ministry program currently exists among the two parishes. The parish leadership and the 
adults working in youth ministry fully expect to continue and enhance our programs as one parish.  All 
buildings and grounds of the new parish will be available for youth activities.  Scheduling of sites will have 
to be coordinated well with all parish groups. 
 
What about liturgical music? 
The liturgical music of both parishes is combined under one leadership team. A combined choir had been 
formed and was active before Covid 19.  It is expected that our music ministry will continue to be enhanced 
and strengthened as we become one parish 
 
What about maintenance of parish property and buildings? 
There are currently twelve separate buildings and around 40 acres of land owned by our two parishes.  A 
combined maintenance staff is already operational for all three sites.  This includes volume purchasing and 
other cost saving measures. Parish leadership and the maintenance staff will review how to provide the best 
service as we become one parish. 
 
What about the clergy of our parish? 
The assignment of ordained clergy to the combined parish remains the exclusive responsibility of the 
diocesan bishop. The number of priests and deacons assigned to the parish is determined by the bishop as he 
assesses the needs of the parish, the clergy available, and needs of the entire Diocese. 
 
When will we get the name of the new parish? 
That answer involves a process designed by the Diocese and utilized in all the parish mergers thus far.   That 
process will be outlined in next week’s bulletin.  Parishioners will have at least two opportunities to become 
involved in it.  


